
 
Crop update as of 29 April 2014 

 
 
China 
During April 22nd and 26th, North Xinjiang was hit by strong winds and snowstorms, and 
South Xinjiang and Gansu were hit by frost and sand-dust weather, coupled with drop in 
temperature. In some areas the local temperature fell to -1 degree centigrade, which 
caused damaging impacts upon the direct seedling or early transplanting. It is estimated 
that the time for transplanting will be delayed by 7-10 days and the maturation period will 
become more concentrated.  
  
In north Xinjiang, early direct seedling was affected by the cold weather especially in 
Manas, Shihezi and Shawa County. About 7,000-8,000 hectares of direct seedling was 
affected, amount to about 50% of the total area. Individual greenhouse films were ripped 
by strong gale and part of tray seedling was damaged. But transplanting has not started 
yet.    
  
In South Xinjiang and Gansu, Transplanting had just begun and the degree of damage is 
small. In those fields that had not undergone transplanting, damage happened to the 
mulch and drop irrigation tape, but repair work is already underway. Greenhouses were 
generally intact and in good condition.  
  
The weather forecast says another round of rain and strong gale will hit Xinjiang in next 
three days. We will keep you updated of any new development. 
 
Brazil  
We followed the same volumes previously reported. In Goiás, rains earlier this month 
delayed a little bit the planting schedules, but the delay is less than what occurred in 
2013. In São Paulo state there were no reports of significant rainfall, allowing compliance 
schedule designed to date. It was also found above average temperatures and relative 
humidity below average. Growers in São Paulo state also recorded high presence of trips 
in the field. Not yet observed negative impact of this pest, however, shall have to be a 
major concern for producers and industry in 2014 season. 
 

 


